New Year Traditions
Many cultures around the world
celebrate the start of a new year. You
might be surprised to learn when
each special event takes places!

Take a look at the chart below to see how these
New Year celebrations are the same and different.

Name

When

Culture

Special Activities

Dec. 31
to
Jan. 1

People around
the world stay
up late on
December 31 to
welcome in the
new year at
midnight.

Across the world, people
blow horns, ring bells,
and gather together.
People watch fireworks,
go to parties, and eat
special foods for
good luck.

New Year's Eve

Chinese Lunar
New Year

Rosh
Hashanah
(means "head
of the year")

It begins with
the new moon
that happens
between the end
of January and
the end of
February. It
lasts about 15
days, until the
full moon.

Families wear red clothes
Chinese New Year
is an important
for good luck. The home is
holiday. It is
cleaned to "sweep out the
celebrated in China old year." People eat special
and other countries.
foods. They watch
They remember and
fireworks. They go to a
honor their
parade. They may give and
ancestors.

It begins on the
Jews around the
first day of the
world celebrate the
seventh month of
"birth of the new
the Hebrew
year." They say sorry
calendar. Rosh
for mistakes made
Hashanah
during the past year.
usually happens
They accept
in September or
apologies. They do
October.
good deeds.

get gi ts.

Many Jews go to a temple and
say prayers. They sound the
shofar, a ram's horn. They
eat a special meal with family
members. They may wear
new clothes. They dip apple
slices in honey to symbolize a
sweet new year.
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New Year Traditions
Directions: Use the chart to show how New Year celebrations are the same and different. Add
two more answers to each part of the Venn diagram. An example has been done for you. When
you are finished, there should be three answers in each part of the Venn diagram for a total of
nine answers.

New Year's
Chinese
Eve
Lunar New
Same
Year

December 31

eat special
foods

It begins with the
new moon that
happens between
the end of
January and the
end of February.
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New Year's
Eve
Same
December 31

eat special
foods

Rosh
Hashanah
It begins on the
first day of the
seventh month of
the Hebrew
calendar. Rosh
Hashanah usually
happens in
September or
October.
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Chinese
Lunar
New Year Same
It begins with
the new moon
that happens
between the
end of January
and the end of
February.

eat special
foods

Rosh
Hashanah
It begins on the
first day of the
seventh month of
the Hebrew
calendar. Rosh
Hashanah usually
happens in
September or
October.
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New Year Traditions
Matching Traditions: Cut, Sort, and Glue

New Year's
Eve

blow the shofar

Chinese
Lunar
New Year

Rosh
Hashanah

go to parties

sweep out the
"old year"

